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Pankaj Oudhia 
Introduction 


Entomophagy and Entomotherapy are well known in Asia since generations. Unfortunately not much 
work has been done to document valuable Traditional Medicinal Knowledge about Insects. Pankaj 
Oudhia is documenting this knowledge since year 1990. The present note “Traditional medicinal 
knowledge about Latoia lepida Cram. (Lepidoptera : Limacodidae) feeding on Neem (Azadirachta indica) 
leaves, in Chhattisgarh, India.” is updated version of his previously published online research document 
available through pankajoudhia.com. 
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Neem (Azadirachta indica) is a well known tree of religious and medicinal importance in Chhattisgarh. It is a 
common roadside tree bearing white and sweet scented flowers. The tree is considered a good air purifier, due to 
its large leaf area. It is native to Myanmar but grown all over India. The natives and traditional healers of 
Chhattisgarh have in depth traditional knowledge about different uses of its plant parts. Although Neem plant 
parts are used as promising tool to manage the problem of insect pest in organic farming but nature has made 
many enemies of Neem trees. The slug caterpillars Latoia lepida is among these enemies. This caterpillars feed 
on Neem leaves. During the Ethno-entomological surveys conducted in different parts of Chhattisgarh. I have 
observed that the senior natives and traditional healers of many parts of Chhattisgarh use the full fed caterpillars 
as veterinary medicine. The caterpillars are given to the sick cattle both internally as well as externally. 
Externally, the decoction is in use. The cattle are washed in rainy days with the help of this decoction in order to 
protect them from infectious diseases. It is also applied in injured parts and cuts in order to stop further spread of 
infection. The healers consider it more promising than the Neem leaves on which the caterpillars feeds. In 
treatment of septic fever, the caterpillars are used in dry powder form. It is added in popular herbal combinations 
internally. The traditional healers informed that the caterpillar can also be used for human diseases but as other 
promising alternatives are available, it is used less commonly. The senior healers of Chhattisgarh Plains tried to 
explain that Neem is for human beings and caterpillars feed on it are for cattle. According to them, they are 
using the caterpillars since generations as veterinary medicine. They are not aware of its other medicinal uses. 


In reference literatures, the traditional medicinal uses of Latoia lepida feeding on Neem leaves have not been 
reported. The present article is a first written document on this important aspect. 


New Comments added on June 2014 


Through recent surveys I have collected information about over 8000 Formulations in which Latoia collected 
from Neem is added as important ingredient. These Formulations are used in treatment of different diseases. In 
Pisum, Sophora and Tacca based Formulations for Chronic Renal Failure the Traditional Healers add Latoia as 
tertiary ingredient. In Vicia, Trifolium and Robinia based Formulations Latoia is added as quaternary 
ingredient. These Formulations are used in treatment of old wounds. In treatment of Asthma the Healers use 
Linum, Medicago and Psoralea based Formulations. Latoia is added as senary ingredient in these 
Formulations. In Astragalus, Rumex and Amaranthus based Formulations it is added as quinary ingredient. 
These Formulations are used in treatment of Diabetes Complications. In case of Lamium Toxicity the Healers 
use Ocimum based Formulations. Latoia is added as septenary ingredient in these Formulations. In case of 
Wattakaka Overdose the Healers use Iris based Formulations. Latoia is added as octonary ingredient in these 
Formulations. In Setaria based Formulations for Polypogon Excess the Healers add Latoia as nonary 
ingredient. For complete information on Formulations and dosage please visit pankajoudhia.com 


Thank you very much for reading the article. 
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